CHARLES   FROHMAN

"There is going to be a big development in one of
my companies before long. There's a daughter of
'Barry' [meaning Maurice Barrymore] who gets a big
reception wherever she goes. She has got the real stuff
in her."

Miss Barrymore's first genuine opportunity came when
Charles cast her for the part of Stella De Gex in Marshall's
delightful comedy "His Excellency the Governor,"
which was first put on at the Empire in May, 1899.
The grace and sprightliness that were later to bloom
so delightfully in Miss Barrymore now found their first
real expression. Both in New York and on the road
she made a big success.

While rehearsing "His Excellency the Governor,"
Charles sat in the darkened auditorium of the Empire
one day. When the performance was over he walked
back on the stage and, patting Miss Barrymore on the
shoulder, said:

"You're so much like your mother, Ethel. You're
all right."

Frohman was not the type of man to lag in interest.
He realized what the girl's possibilities were, so early in
1901 he sent for Miss Barrymore and said to her:

"Ethel, I have a nice part for you at last."

It was the rdle of Madame Trentoni in Clyde Fitch's
charming play of old New York, "Captain Jinks."
Now came one of those curious freaks of theatrical
fortune. "Captain Jinks" opened at the Walnut Street
Theater in Philadelphia, and seemed to be a complete
failure from the start. Although the Quakers did not like
the play, they evinced an enormous interest in the lovely
leading woman. From the gallery they cried down:

"We loved your grandmother, Ethel, and we love you."

216ler played the leading comedy part. ' One
